
NEWPORT GIRLS' HIGH SCHOOL: 

STUDENT GUIDE TO A LEVEL HISTORY 

What will you learn about? 

Early Modern aspects: 

• What were the Wars of the Roses? 

• Why did the House of York eventually fall? 

• How did the Tudor Dynasty begin? 

Modern aspects: 

• Why and with what consequences did the rule of Tsars end? 

• Why did Lenin rise to power? 

• What was life like in Stalin-controlled Russia? 

What kind of students will enjoy this course? 

Those who: 

• Enjoy investigation and enquiry 

• Enjoy debate and constructing a well-argued case 

• Want to improve their skills of analysis 

• Want to study a subject which encourages them to consider evidence from the past 

and make up their own minds 

• Want to broaden science AS or A level studies to include a Humanities subject 

• Want to keep their options open - History is widely regarded as a useful qualification 

for a wide range of higher education and career choices. 

Special entry requirements? 

It is not a requirement that you have studied History at GCSE in order to take an AS or 

continue to the Advanced Level History qualification. It is likely that some of the topic areas 

we cover will be new to most students. It is more important that you have an enquiring 

mind, a genuine interest in the past and an ability to communicate your ideas effectively. 

Skills and Activities 

As well as covering advanced level study of history, this course will enable you to develop 

some Key Skills, which will be essential to you whatever you go on to do afterwards: 

• Communication 

• Information Technology 

• Problem Solving 

• Working with others 



What could you go on to do at the end of the course? 

• History has access to a wide range of career and higher education opportunities;

• You will have developed a wide range of skills, such as evaluating and analysing

information, as well as communicating complex ideas effectively, which are skills

recognised and valued by employers, universities and colleges;

• History combines well with maths and science subjects to create an attractive

portfolio of qualifications, enabling students to pursue a university-based science

course;

• Combined with English or a Modern Foreign Language it would provide a good basis

for an arts or languages-based degree;

• History AS/ A Level provides an excellent foundation for a number of popular

careers, including journalism, law and business, for example.

Course Layout 

A Level: 

UNITl 

'Tsarist and Communist Russia, 1855 -

1964' 

EXAM: 2 hour 30 mins [40%] 

UNIT3 

Students will also complete a 3000- 3500 

word historical investigation, which is 

worth 20% of the grade. 

The exam board is AQA. 

UNIT2 

'The Wars of the Roses, 1450-1499' 

EXAM: 2 hour 30 mins [40%] 

Staff members: Miss AM E Davies 

Ms J Clarke 



t1£WPORT GIRLS' HIGH SCHOO(. 

HISTORY DEPT - A LEVEL INDUCTION 

SUMMER TASK: 

1. Find out: 
• What were the Wars of the Roses? 
• When did they occur? 
• Between which 2 sides were they fought? 

• To which side did Henry Tudor belong? 
• How many monarchs ruled England between 1422 and 1485? 

What does this tell you about this period of English history? 

2. Use the attached family tree to answer the following: 
• Which monarch started the Tudor Dynasty? 
• Which 'last of the Plantagenet kings' was killed at Bosworth in 

1485? 
• Name the two infamous 'Princes in the Tower', sons of Edward 

IV. How did you know? 
• Explain why John of Gaunt is an important part of Henry VII's 

lineage. 
• Explain how Henry VII's marriage helped to ease the hostilities 

between the two rival Houses. 

3. Find a picture of Henry VII. Using this visual source, answer the 
following: 

• What kind of personality do you think Henry had? Why? 
• Describe his appearance. 

• Does anything surprise you about his appearance? 
• vVhy do you think he has often been described as 'in the 

shadows'? [Clue: compare his picture to one of his son, Henry 
VIII] 

• Why might your source not be wholly reliable as a way of judging 

either Henry's personality or crppearance? 

PLEASE COMPLETE BY: 1$t ~\Ice!<. bc-<l<.. 1n.s~ptembtr 



The families of York and Lancaster 
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HOUSE OF YORK 
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Cambridge Mortimer 
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Richard, Duke of York 
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Thomas 
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Earl of Lincoln, 
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· (3) Jane Seymour 
d. in childbirth 
1537 

Henry Pole, 
Lord Montague 
executed 1538 

Reginald Pole, 
Cardinal of England 
d.1558 

= (4) Anne of Cleves Eliz'abeth Mary = (1) Louis XII of France 
d.1557 1492-95 

= (5) Catherine Howard 
executed 1542 

= (6) Catherine Parr 
d.1548 

1495-1533 d.1515 
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A Level History – British Paper 2 

CONSOLIDATORY READING for AQA Paper 2B:   

The Wars of the Roses 1450-1499 

In order to consolidate what we have completed on the Course so far and 

what we will go on to in the near future, I have compiled the following 

reading recommendations for you.  You will see some overlap with the 

reading list provided by AQA [already on Teams] … 

Reading/Research Resources: 

• The Historical Association website [use log in details already provided] – 

great articles as well as relevant podcasts. 

• Excellent books as well as televised series about these topics on You 

Tube including Dan Jones: 

- Britain’s Bloodiest Dynasty Series – The Plantagenets [earlier date wise 

than our course but excellent for background] 

- Britain’s Bloody Crown Series [really good focus on our course topics] 

• Excellent books and televised series by Helen Castor: 

- She-Wolves:  England’s Early Queens BBC Four [most relevant is the 

programme about Margaret of Anjou but watch them all, they’re great!] 

• Historical fiction by Philippa Gregory: 

- including the trilogy:  The White Queen, The Red Queen and the Lady of 

the Rivers [as well as anything else by her – gives a really good 

understanding of society at that time].  Warning:  Young adult reading age!! 

• Other excellent reading: 

- Alison Weir [has written extensively on the Wars of the Roses period e.g. Lancaster and 

York – an excellent read! Also, ‘Elizabeth of York’ – very good!] 

- Dan Jones [e.g. Fall of the Plantagenets and rise of the Tudors] 

- Hugh Bicheno [e.g. Blood Royal in 2 volumes – I haven’t read this but it is highly 

recommended on line] 

- Matthew Lewis [e.g. The Wars of the Roses – as above] 

- Robin Neillands [e.g. Wars of the Roses – as above] 

- John Gillingham [e.g. Wars of the Roses – well-respected historian of this period] 



- J R Lander [e.g. The Wars of the Roses – as above] 

- Elizabeth Hallam [e.g. The Chronicles of the Wars of the Roses] 

- Sarah Gristwood [e.g. Blood Sisters – I haven’t read this but sounds good!] 

- Michael Hicks [e.g. The Wars of the Roses – excellent and very up to date!] 

- Charles Ross [e.g. The Wars of the Roses – a classic!] 

• Textbook style reading: 

- Collin Pendrill ‘The Wars of the Roses and Henry VII’ 

- Andrew Pickering ‘The Wars of the Roses’ 

- Roger Turvey ‘Lancastrians, Yorkists and the Wars of the Roses’ 

- AQA endorsed textbook:  Jessica Lutkin ‘The Wars of the Roses 1450-1499’ Student 

Book.  This is the key text supporting the course. 

And there are plenty more… this is just a flavour! 

 

PLEASE NOTE: 

You do NOT have to purchase ANY of the above – you may be able to read 

extracts on line or even order from your local library if they are offering 

this service.   

IF you CHOOSE to order any, try for second hand versions on Amazon for 

example.  They are sometimes very cheap indeed.   

IF YOU DO BUY, DO NOT PAY A FORTUNE! 

HOWEVER, we do have a well-stocked library in room 2 which you are 

welcome to borrow from once we are back in school! 

 

This reading and research will provide an EXCELLENT consolidation for the A Level 

course Paper 2!  This is an in-depth course so you cannot read in too much detail or 

make notes that are too specific.   

IF YOU DISCOVER ANY OTHER RELEVANT READING, GOOD LINKS, VIDEOS, SITES FOR 

QUIZZES OR REVISION, OR ANYTHING ELSE OF USE, PLEASE DO LET ME KNOW SO THAT 

I CAN SHARE THEM WITH EVERYONE! 

Happy reading and researching! 

Miss Davies 



AQA Education (AQA) is a registered charity (number 1073334) and a company limited by guarantee registered in 

England and Wales (number 3644723). Our registered address is AQA, Devas Street, Manchester M15 6EX. 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Reading and resources list 
2B The Wars of the Roses, 1450–1499 

 

 
 

Key texts for classroom and individual study 
• A Crawford, The Yorkists: The History of a Dynasty, Continuum-3PL, 2007 

• A J Pollard, The Wars of the Roses, Palgrave Macmillan, 2013 

• A Pickering, Lancastrians to Tudors, Cambridge University Press, 2000 

• R Turvey, Access to History: The Wars of the Roses and Henry VII: Britain 1450-1509, Hodder 
Education, 2010 

 

Useful books for students 
• D Cook, Lancastrians and Yorkists: The Wars of the Roses, Longman, 1984 

• D Grummitt, A Short History of the Wars of the Roses, I. B. Tauris, 2012 

• C Pendrill, The Wars of the Roses and Henry VII: England 1459-c.1513, Heinemann, 2004 

• C Ross, The Wars of the Roses, Thames and Hudson, 1986 

 

Reference books 
• C Allmand, The Hundred Years War: England and France at War c.1300-c.1450, Cambridge 

University Press, 1988 

• C Carpenter, The Wars of the Roses, Politics and the Constitution of England, Cambridge 
University Press, 1997 

• J Gillingham, The Wars of the Roses, Weidenfeld & Nicolson, 2001 

• S Gristwood, Blood Sisters: The Women Behind the Wars of the Roses, HarperPress, 2013 

• G Harriss, Shaping the Nation: England 1360-1461, Oxford University Press, 2006 

• M Hicks, The Wars of the Roses, Yale University Press, 2012 

• M Hicks, Who's Who in Late Mediaeval England, 1272-1485: 3, Shepheard-Walwyn, 1999, 

• E F Jacob, The Fifteenth Century, Oxford Paperbacks, 1993 

• M Keen, England in the Later Middle Ages, Longman, 2003 

• J R Lander, Government and Community: England 1450-1509, Harvard University Press, 1988 

• J R Lander, The Wars of the Roses, The History Press, 2007 

• A J Pollard, Richard III and the Princes in the Tower, Sutton Publishing, 1993 

• C Routh, Who's Who in Tudor England, Shepheard-Walwyn, 1999 

• R L Storey, The End of the House of Lancaster, Sutton Publishing, 1999 
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• J Thomson, The Transformation of Medieval England, 1370-1539, Longman, 1983 

• A Tuck, Crown and Nobility, England 1272-1461, Wiley-Blackwell, 1999 

 

Biographies and first-hand accounts 
• D Baldwin, Elizabeth Woodville: Mother of the Princes in the Tower, The History Press, 2010 

• S B Chrimes, Henry VII, Yale University Press, 1999 

• R A Griffiths, The Reign of Henry VI, The History Press, 2004 

• M Hicks, Warwick the Kingmaker, Wiley-Blackwell, 2002 

• R Horrox, Richard III: A Study in Service, Cambridge University Press, 1991 

• H E Maurer, Margaret of Anjou: Queenship and Power in Late Medieval England, Boydell 
Press, 2005 

• E Norton, Margaret Beaufort: Mother of the Tudor Dynasty, Amberley Publishing, 2011 

• C Ross, Edward IV, Yale University Press, 1997 

• C Ross, Richard III, Yale University Press, 1999 

• J Watts, Henry VI and the Politics of Kingship, Cambridge University Press, 1999 

• B Wolffe, Henry VI, Yale University Press, 2001 

• K Dockray, Edward IV: A Sourcebook, Sutton Publishing, 1999 

• K Dockray, Henry VI, Margaret of Anjou and the Wars of the Roses, Sutton Publishing, 1997 

• K Dockray, Richard III: A Sourcebook, Sutton Publishing, 1997 

• E Hallam (ed.), The Chronicles of the Wars of the Roses, Colour Library Direct Ltd, 1996 

• Dominic Mancini, The Usurpation of Richard the Third (C A J Armstrong, translator), Sutton 
Publishing, 1984 

• Sir Thomas More & G Logan (ed.), The History of King Richard the Third, Indiana University 
Press, 2006 

• A R Myers, English Historical Documents: Volume 4 1327-1485, Routledge, 1995 

• The Chronicles of the White Rose of York: A Series of Historical Fragments, Proclamations, 
Letters, and Other Contemporary Documents Relating to the Reign of King Edward IV: Notes 
and Illustrations, and a Copious Index, Nabu Press, 2010 

• Three Books of Polydore Vergil's English History, Forgotten books, 2012 

 

Visual sources and websites 
• http://www.hist.cam.ac.uk/prospective-undergrads/virtual-classroom/primary-source- 

exercises/sources-wars-roses 

• http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/sbook1n.asp 

http://www.hist.cam.ac.uk/prospective-undergrads/virtual-classroom/primary-source-exercises/sources-wars-roses
http://www.hist.cam.ac.uk/prospective-undergrads/virtual-classroom/primary-source-exercises/sources-wars-roses
http://www.hist.cam.ac.uk/prospective-undergrads/virtual-classroom/primary-source-exercises/sources-wars-roses
http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/sbook1n.asp


AQA Education (AQA) is a registered charity (number 1073334) and a company limited by guarantee registered in 

England and Wales (number 3644723). Our registered address is AQA, Devas Street, Manchester M15 6EX. 

3  of 
3 

 

 

• H Castor, She-Wolves: England's Early Queens, [DVD] 

• D Starkey, Monarchy, [DVD] - Series 1, Series 2 



Y11/12 summer assignments: Russia 

We are so pleased that you will be joining us in our A Level class in September. 

These resources and tasks will help you to gain a strong contextual understanding of the key features of 

Russian society and government and some of the problems facing Russia in the late nineteenth century 

ready for studying Russian history at A Level.  Please work through the following tasks: 

• Read through the document below "Was Russia well governed in 1900?" and the link

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/z6rjy9q/revision/4  .  As you read through, make notes 
using whichever format you prefer (mindmaps, bulletpoints, notes with subheadings as 
appropriate):

o When you have finished the above tasks, write an extended answer (1-2 sides, full 
paragraphs to answer the following question:)

▪ What were the main problems with Russian government, economy and society 
in the late nineteenth\early twentieth century?  Consider:

• Geographical features of Russia such as its size and climate

• The poverty of the peasants and the land problem

• The living and working conditions of the industrial workers

• Corruption in government

• Censorship of the press

• The violence used to deal with protestors

• The lack of opportunity for people to have their views heard

• The huge inequalities of wealth facing Russia

• Watch the ‘Empire of the Tsars’ series on I player if possible

https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episodes/b06vmlcg/empire-of-the-tsars-romanov-russia-with-

lucy-worsley

Although only episode 3 deals with the period that we will be learning about it is useful and

interesting to know some of the background and history of Russia before 1855.

• There are also programmes that you can watch if you have Netflix eg The Last Czars series

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/z6rjy9q/revision/4
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episodes/b06vmlcg/empire-of-the-tsars-romanov-russia-with-lucy-worsley
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episodes/b06vmlcg/empire-of-the-tsars-romanov-russia-with-lucy-worsley
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Reading and resources list 
1H Tsarist and Communist Russia, 1855–1964 

 
 

Key texts for classroom and individual study 
• C Corin and T Fiehn, Communist Russia under Lenin and Stalin, Hodder, 2002 

• J Laver, Triumph and Collapse: Russia and the USSR 1941-1991, Nelson Thornes, 2009 

• A Todd, The Soviet Union and Eastern Europe 1924-2000, CUP, 2012 

• S Waller, Imperial Russia, Revolutions and the emergence of the Soviet State 1853-1924, 
CUP, 2012 

• S Waller, Tsarist Russia, 1855-1917, Nelson Thornes, 2009 

 

Useful books for students 
• J Bromley, Russia 1848–1917, Heinemann, 2002 

• G Darby, The Russian Revolution, Longman, 1998 

• D Evans and J Jenkins, Years of Russia, the USSR and the Collapse of Soviet Communism, 
Hodder Arnold (2nd edn), 2001 

• J Hite, Tsarist Russia 1801–1917, Causeway Press, 2004 

• J Laver, The Modernisation of Russia 1856–1985, Heinemann, 2002 

• S J Lee, Russia and the USSR, Routledge, 2005 

• M Lynch, Reaction and Revolutions: Russia 1881–1924, Hodder Murray (2nd new edn), 2005 

• D Murphy and T Morris, Russia 1855–1964, Collins, 2008 

• A Wood, The Russian Revolution, Longman (2nd edn), 1986 

 

 

Reference books 
• E Crankshaw, The Shadow of the Winter Palace, Penguin, 1976 

• G Darby, The Russian Revolution 1861–1924, Longman, 1998 

• O Figes, A Peoples Tragedy: The Russian Revolution,1891–1924, Pimlico, 1997 

• S Fitzpatrick, The Russian Revolution, Oxford (3rd edn), 2008 

• G Freeze, Russia, A History, Oxford University Press, 2002 

• G Hosking, Russia and the Russians, Penguin, 2012 

• J Hutchinson, Late Imperial Russia, Longman, 1999 

• L Kochan, Russia in Revolution, Paladin, 1970 
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• M McCauley, The Soviet Union 1917-1991, Longman (2nd edn), 1981 

• D Moon, The Russian Peasantry 1600-1930, Longman, 1999 

• W Mosse, Alexander II and the Modernisation of Russia , B Tauris (2nd edn), 1995 

• D Offord, Nineteenth-century Russia: Opposition to Aristocracy, Longman, 1999 

• P Oxley, Russia 1855–1991, Oxford University Press, 2001 

• R Pipes, Russia under the old regime, Penguin, 1995 

• H Rogger, Russia in the Age of Modernisation and Revolution 1881–1917, Longman, 1983, 

• N Rothnie, The Russian Revolution, Palgrave Macmillan, 1989 

• R Service, The Russian Revolution 1900–1927, Macmillan, 1991 

• M Sixsmith, Russia, BBC books, 2011 

• S A Smith, The Russian Revolution, a very short introduction, Oxford, 2002 

• P Waldron, The End of the Imperial Russia, Macmillan, 1997 

• J N Westwood, Endurance and Endeavour, Oxford, 3rd edn, 1987 

• A Wood, The Romanov Empire 1613–1917, Hodder Arnold, 2007 

 

Biographies and first-hand accounts 
• I Deutscher, Stalin, Penguin, 1970 

• D Lieven, Nicholas II Emperor of all the Russias, Pimlico, 1994 

• S S Montefiore, Stalin, The Court of the Red Tsar, Phoenix, 2003 

• V Serge, Memoirs of a Revolutionary, Writers and readers publishing co-opertive, 1984 

• R Service, Lenin: A Biography, Pan Books, 2002 

• B Williams, Lenin (profiles in power), Longman, 2rd edn, 2000 

 

Visual sources and websites 
• D King, Russian Revolutionary Posters, Tate Publishing, 2012 

• D King, Red Star over Russia (a visual History of the Soviet Union), Tate Publishng, 2010 

• P Kurth, Tsar: The Lost World of Nicholas and Alexandra, Back Bay, 1998 

• B Moynahan, Russian Century: A Photographic History, Weidenfeld, 2000 

• https://www.marxists.org/archive/lenin/ 

• http://www.hsc.csu.edu.au 

• http://www.choices.edu/resources/detail.php?id=46 

• http://www.tate.org.uk/whats-on/tate-modern/display/russian-revolutionary-posters 

https://www.marxists.org/archive/lenin/
http://www.hsc.csu.edu.au/
http://www.choices.edu/resources/detail.php?id=46
http://www.tate.org.uk/whats-on/tate-modern/display/russian-revolutionary-posters
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